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EVACUATING WOUNDED--U.5, Army and.Navy personnel, Vietnamese

TERRORISTS BLAST CHANCERY AT
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SAIGON

SAIGON
EAR mid-day on March 30th it
was business as usual, or what

these days, in our Embassy's Chan-
cery offices located in a five-
‘story building bordering one of
. the busiest intersections in town.
On the ground floor, in the consu-
lar section, FSO Thomas F. Wilson
. asked colleague FSO Edith Smith if
the noises they were hearing were
_gunfire or an automobile backfir-
ing,

the two consular officers heard and
fleetingly observed before fortui-
tously withdrawing from the win-

ation by Viet Cong terrorists of a
250-pound high explosive charge.
The explosion blasted a crater

six feet wide,
flames 300 feot in ‘the air,

-equates to usual business inSaigon

The exchange of gunfire which'

dow preceded by seconds the deton-

in the street four feet deep by .
sent searing

killed 11 Vietnamese and two
Americans and injured some one
hundred more, .
(Just prior to the explosion a
- Vietnamese national on a motor
bike stopped in front of the U,S,
Embassy at the intersection of
~ Ham Hghi boulevard and Vo Di
Nguy street. And within a short
time a sedan with a single occu-
pant pulled up,
(When the driver of the car was

ordered to move on by a policeman,’
-he opened fire, The policeman shot

back, Joining in the exchange of
bullets atclose range, witha pistol,
was the man on the motor bike.
(Suddenly, the sedan exploded
.with a roar, The man in the sedan,
which carried 200 to 250 pounds of
dynamite or its equivalent, was
disintegrated; so was the police-
man who had challenged him, The
'man on the bike had tried to flee

(The explosion, which was heard
throughout downtown Saigon, left "
Embassy personnel determined in
their intent to go about their work
as best they could despite the trying
con&itions.)

VIVID press accounts described

the scene. Said one report,"Amidst

sirens, ambulance bells and fire

engines, a crowd pushed toward the

Embassy entrance, Two American :
girls, one dead, lay on stretchers
in front of the Embassy, An Ameri-

can official, his suit:covered with

blood, lay unconscious on a third

stretcher. Other Americans with

bloody faces and arm's were being

helped into ambulances."

The American dead were Miss
Barbara A, Robbins, Embas 8y sec-
retary from Denver, Colorado, and
United States Navy Petty Officer
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AFTER THE BLAST--This view from the Embassy lobby shows INJURED AMERICAN--Yice Consul Som Thomsen; normally
the Consvlate section where twa Vistnamsse 'local employees stationad in Hue, wos on temparary duty in Saiyon at the time
lost their lives. The Conaviate section, where no one ex- - of the bombing. Here, the wounded Mr. Thomson Is assisted
coped injury, is now hack in business ot @ new location. by two Embassy secretories, Mary K. McDonald and Eva Kim.

BOMB DAMAGE~This photo shows the domage * STILL SMILING--Vice Consul Edie Smith is s
done to the ground, first ond second floors ~ . shown In the hospital with the Thal nurse ried the 200 to 250 pounds of explosive ma-
of the Choncary.in the bombing on March 30. who is an employee of the American Embassy. terial was blown into many pleces and bits,

I

REFLECTS CoNCEBRMiizethAppIOWad Ho¥Release :
Apligg!i'glys éniuml. tolks with Administrative Officer John Bacon. - ohnson on the coffin of @ Vietnemese policemen who was killed, -
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Vietnamese, Mr, Tran Phu Tho,
Miss Nguyen Thi Tham and Mr.

(" [\ Huynh Van Bam, were employees

¥

1 of the Embassy.

jured Americans were evacuated
within hours to Clark Air Force
Base in Manila for further treat-
ment; others were hospitalized in
Saigon; and many were.treated for
cuts and bruises.

The President and. Secretary
Rusk first heard of the atrocity the
evening of March 29 while.attending
a state dinner honoring President
Maurice Yameogo of Upper Volta,

Eleven of the more.seriously in-"

‘The terror

. at the American Embassy in

Saigon shows us once again
what the struggle in Viet-Nam
is about.

This wanton act of ruthless-
ness has brought death and se-

rious injury to innocent Viet-

namese citizens in the street
as well as to American and
Vietnamese personnel on duty.

I extend my deepest sympathy

to the families of all who lost

their lives,

Outrages like this will only
reinforce the determination of

_request the Congress for au-

L 4

President and Mrs. Johnson sent
this telegram to Barbara's par-
ents: ’ .

"Mrs. Johnson and Iweredeeply

ernment to continue and to
strengthen their assistance and

the American people and gov-

ol

ernment of Viet-Nam.
The embassy is already back
in business and I shall at once

thority and funds for the im-
mediate construction of a new
chancery for the American Em-
bassy in Saigon. This will be
one more symbol of our solidar-
ity with the people of Viet-Nam,
It is they who are the real tar-
gets of. the communist aggres-
sor.

Led by Ambassador Johnson,
the Americans in Viet-Namhave
once again shown outstanding
qualities of courage and cool-
ness. They have the admiration
of their countrymen.

saddened to learn of the death of
Barbara. Withdaughters of our own
we know the extent of your grief,

" Parbara gave her life in the serv-
ice of her country trying toprotect
the cherished ideals of our nation,
We are all in her debt, Please ac-
cept our deepest sympathy."

accorded Miss Robbins, Mr., Tran
Phu Tho, Miss Nguyen Thi Tham
and Mr. Huynh Van Bam, The
Government of South Viet-Namhas
awarded the highest civilian and
military honors to Miss Robbins
and Petty Officer Castillo.

Many acts of individual heroism
. . are yet:to be fully reported, Among
IN another telegram Secretary; these,:according to the Embassy,
and Mrs. Rusk said, "Barbarawas ' is the. outstanding performance and
a fine representative of her country heroism of the Vietnamese police,
and performed her duties with the four of whom were killed in the
greatest competence under the blast while attempting to prevent
most difficult and trying circum- the terrorists' action,
stances. She was held inthe highest The following morning Deputy
esteem by her friends and associ- Ambassador Johnson cabled the
ates in the Foreign Service, and I Department: "AS a result of per-
want you to know that our thoughts ' fectly magnificent performance
are very much with youduring this through night by Embassy main-
sad ftime of personal tragedy and tenance staif we are back in Chan-
grief,"

i normally with remaining person-
nel."

CASUALTY LIST

. The following Americans were killed or
injured in the terrorist bombing of the United
States Embassy in Saigon.

DEAD

Manolto W. Castille
Borbara A. Robbins

INJURED

George W. Allen Robert L. Charlton
Florence Armstrong ©  Thomas L, Cole
. : 3 Williom F. Beachner  John P. Condon
FLAG'S STILL THERE-The blost was se Clizobuth Brook . Peer Desilva
powerful that it broke the flagpole on top of Merlin G. Brooks Rosemary Dunn
the U.S. Embassy’s. sin-story-high Che . Evelyn Carnes .

Frank Esquival

APR 1965

The Secretary's Award has been:

Robert A, Meisinger

cery this morning and operating-

Donald Farley
Carlton Faler
Evelyn Flagg
Theodore Groll
David Henry
Ernest M. Howell
Charles F. Hudson
Alfred C. Johnson
U. Alexis Johnson
Harriet E. Keller
Yvonne Lajeunesse
Brenda Lee

Janet E. Lendall
Melvin H. Levine
Mary K. MacDonald
W. C. MacPherson
Melvin L. Manfull
Albert A, Marchant

Sue Metras
Robert H, Miller
Horold E. Padgett
Dorothy R. Peters

- Harry G. Peterson
John B. Riordan
James D. Rosenthal
Donald G. Scully
Gaynell Siefker
Edith Smith

Martin Sours
Peter Tarnoff
Jane Thompson

Samuel B. Thomsen
Herbert Weissart
Robert N, Weaver
Thomas F. Wilson
Helen Zuber

e s e

" dent Johnson end Sscretary of State Rusk.

KILLED--Barbara A, Robbins, 21, o secretary
of the Embassy since lost August, lost her
life in the bombing. Miss Robbins was the
doughter of Mr. ond Mrs. B. M. Robbins of
Denver, Colo. Her funsral was held in Den-
ver on April 3, when the Lutheran clergy-
man recd telegrams of condolence from Presi-
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On Request for New

O

Three Vietnamese employees
were killed when a bomb shattered
the American Embassy on
March 30,

They were:

—Tran Phu Tho, who had worked
for the Embassy e ‘ :
15 years, and was ¢
the senior local -
employee in the
Consular section,
Like so many U,S,
Yoreign Service
locals around the
world, his knowl-
edge and exper-
tise in consular
matters was of in-
estimable help to
the Consular officer, and he will
be--needless to say--very greatly
missed,

-—Miss Nguyen Thi Tham, who
was the secretary to the Consul.
She was a dedicated, highly re-
garded employee who had been with
the Embassy more than a year.

—Huynh Van Ban, who was known
‘as "Speedy' and had driven for the
‘Marine Security Guard Detachment

lost his life because of one of his
characteristics which lead to his
nickname. Speedy was standing in
the entrance of the Chancery--
which proved to be a relatively
safe area--when four shots were
heard, immediately before the ex-
plosion. On hearing the shots,
Speedy told the receptionist he had
to get to the Marine house to pick
up Marines whom he knew would
be needed at the Chancery. He
dashed out of the Embassy, there=
by exposing himself to the blast
which killed him. Had Speedy been
less conscientious, it is probable
he would be alive today.

Volunteers Sought for -Service

In Provinces of Viet-Nam -

The Department seeks volun-
teers at the FSO-3 and FSO-4
level as part of the expanded
counter-insurgency effort in South
Viet-Nam, They are needed to

serve as AID Province Repre- .

sentatives in selected key prov-
inces,

The AID Provincial Operatzons
Program (See News Letter of June!

1964) is a vital part of the overall:

"American effort in Viet-Nam.

A Department Notice to all key

personnel underscored that the
President personally attaches the
highest priority to that effort and
to the Department's participation
in it,

Volunteers for the Viet-Nam
program will serve 18 months to
two years, Broad experience and
versatility of skills are important
for the assignment, Officers volun-
teering should be proficient in

rench, and should be eith L.
Trench, and sho Saﬁﬁuzéa'inlppr?\'?ga For Release : CIA- RDP78‘83‘6‘6?&‘660%‘6‘6§?0008 0
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or willing to serve withoutdepend-
ents, Those in the latter category
will receive a separation allow-
ance,

The AID Province Representa-
tive n'drorks with an American Mili-
tary Advisor and the Vietnamese
Province Chief in planning and di-
recting the pacification of a pro-

vince, The Provincial Operations.

Program plays a key role in the
struggle of the Vietnamese people
against Communist insurgency,
The program is designed to meet
the critical need for building co-
hesion in rural areas and promot-
ing confidence in the Vietnamese
government's ability to fulfill the
basic aspirations of the country-
side,

Interested . officers should get
in touch with PER/CMAD/FE,
Room 7469, SA-8, Extension 6187.
(Officers abrond ohould wire Per-

1 . .
Chancery at—Saigo

The Administrationmoved
swiftly to build a new chan-.
cery in'Saigon within days of
the bombing of the leased
chancery property on March

President Johnson di-

.rected the Department to
proceed at once with the new
chancery and sent to the Con-
gress a bill providing a $1
million authorization. - -

With unprecedented speed,
thé House Foreign Affairs
Committee approved the Ad-
ministration request in the
form of a bill submitted by
Representative Wayne Hays

. {D-Ohio) and the House itself
unanimously passed the
measure a fewdays later. As

. the News Letter wenttopress
the bill was pending in the
Senate,

Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary James R, Johnstone, Di-
rector of Foreign Buildings
Operations, sent Louis Del
Favero, Assistant Director
for Area Operations, For-
eign Buildings Operations, to
Saigon to explore construc-
tion possibilities,

It is proposed to construct
new buildings to provide of-
fice space and supporting
facilities on a U.S, Govern-.
ment-owned site approxi- -
mately one mile north of the
leased chancery which was
bombed.

The building construction
will be based on plans and
specifications which have
already been completed for
this site,

Damage Reports Required

Spearheaded by FBO, the D
partment has issued a new secti
in the Foreign Affairs Manual co
cerning action to be taken by pos
when property is damaged as
result of violent acts. -

Prompted by anincreasingn
ber of demonstrations against Goy-
ernment premises which have s
fered various degrees of damagd,
the new regulation requires sp
cific reporting by Principal




